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Laura DePrado receives the Tom Everett Memorial Scholarship from Somerset County Board of Agriculture members, Jon E. Higgins, chair of  
the Scholarship Committee, and Ryck Suydam, president, New Jersey Farm Bureau, during the Board's annual dinner at Duke Farms in Hillsborough.  
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Horticulture therapist awarded Continuing Education Scholarship by 
Somerset County Board of Agriculture Duke Farms 

 
Written by 
Staff Reporter 
 

The Somerset County Board of Agriculture awarded its annual Tom Everett Memorial 

Scholarship for continuing education to Laura DePrado during its Annual Gala on Nov. 1 

at Duke Farms in Hillsborough. 

This annual $500 scholarship was created to honor Everett’s personal and agricultural 

legacy, and his initiative and leadership. It seeks to recognize those individuals whose 

goals are synonymous with his. Everett served serve as president of the Somerset 

County Board of Agriculture and the first chair of the Somerset County Agriculture 

Development Board. 
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“It is an honor and privilege to be chosen by the Board of Agriculture, as the recipient. 

This award is about my role and responsibility to Mr. Everett's legacy. I am grateful to 

his family for making my continuing education possible and the Board for this honor,” 

said DePrado in a news release 

DePrado, owner of Final Touch Plantscaping in Branchburg, is a two-time recipient of 

the scholarship. She is a horticultural specialist, horticultural therapy practitioner and 

journalist, who is a continuing education student at the County College of Morris, 

Randolph, fulfilling the educational requirements for achieving Registered Horticultural 

Therapist (HTR), by the American Horticultural Therapy Association. 

DePrado is also the 2013 recipient of the AHTA 2013 Alice Burlingame Humanitarian 

Award. Her work of advocacy is currently featured in the November edition of Edible 

Jersey Magazine, “Swords to Plowfields.” DePrado received the Tom Everett 

Scholarship in 2011, while a student at Rutgers University, where she earned her 

certificate in horticultural therapy in 2011. 

DePrado’s efforts to connect people and plants resulted in the passing of the New 

Jersey Department of Agriculture 2013 Horticultural Therapy Resolution by the 

delegates to the 98th Agricultural Convention in Atlantic City in February this year. Her 

column, Horticultural Therapy, appears monthly in the Courier News. 

 

Laura DePrado is a horticultural therapy practitioner and horticultural specialist: 

Laura@finaltouchplantscaping.com, 908-872-8387, finaltouchplantscaping.com  
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